
The new year is upon us, and with it will 
come some changes, some planned and 
others unexpected. May the Lord give us 
grace to meet each day with wisdom and 
trust, making 2025 a great year! 

In our recent Annual Business meeting, the church voted 
to expand the church staff by seeking to hire a part-time 
Music Director, a part-time Youth Director, and to move 
Bro. Cory to the position of part-time Education Director. I 
believe this will be a good step forward.     

  
In the new year, we will seek to build our music and youth 
ministries and start new small groups which will stimulate 
growth. We have had a good year of growth with 12 new 
members, 2 baptized, and 2 more awaiting baptism, with 
missions giving, general offerings and average attendance  
up. May the Lord continue to build His church.       

As we search for new staff, some of our talented 
musicians will be leading music in our worship services, 
beginning in January. I appreciate each one willing to step 
up and serve!

On January 26th, Dr. Jeremy Langley from Central Baptist 
College in Conway will be our guest speaker. We are glad 

to be a supporting church of CBC! Also, the CBC Singers 
will join us and will be leading music in our morning 
worship service that day. We look forward to having them 
with us!   
  
Our dear Bro. Robert Tollison went home to be with the 
Lord on December 18th. Bro. Robert was faithful to the 
Lord and faithful to his church. He and Linda have been a 
vital part of our church for years, and we love them dearly. 
We pray the Lord’s peace and comfort will be with all the 
family in the coming days.   

When thinking about a new year approaching, a wise 
person advised, ”Celebrate what you want to see more 
of.” What do I want to celebrate and see more of? More 
souls being witnessed to and saved, more men and 
women being discipled and matured, more youth growing 
in Christ, and more worshippers giving glory to God. Join 
me in praying for a fruitful and blessed 2025 in the life of 
our church.    

I pray you and your family have had a wonderful 
Christmas and will have a blessed New Year. I pray we will 
see God’s hand moving in our lives as we pursue a 
renewed focus on His Word, following His leading each 
step of the way. 

Have a Happy and Blessed New Year!   

Often times, a new year brings with it new 
opportunities and new adventures. I am 
excited for what this year will bring us as a 
church, and pray that as my role changes, 
God will continue to work and move in the 

life of our congregation to grow us not only 
numerically but also spiritually.

I want to encourage us with these things:

   1. Get into God’s Word in a meaningful way on a 
personal level. Spend time daily in Bible reading/study 
and prayer! Start a Bible reading plan. It doesn't have to 
be super complicated. You can focus on certain books, or 
read through the OT or NT in a year. There are lots of 
possibilities out there and if you need help to find the right 
plan for you I would love to do that. Designate a specific 

time each day to do this--not to check off a to-do box but 
to develop this vital spiritual discipline. 
      2. Join a Small Group. If you are not a part of a Bible 
Study class on Sunday mornings, there are several to 
choose from. We have classes for all age groups and 
have plans to start new classes as needs arise. 
  3. Gather to worship on a regular basis. This 
corporate time of meeting together to sing, pray, and hear 
God’s Word preached and the Gospel proclaimed should 
be a focal point of your week. Make coming to church a 
priority for yourself and your family.

I am continually grateful to you all for the opportunity to 
serve with you. May God bless you in this new year as we 
press on for His glory!

Bro. Cory
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Worship Leader, Cory Fothergill

Pastor Michael Silvey

@
ce

nt
ra

lb
ap

tis
tte

xa
rk

an
a

Ce
nt

ra
l B

ap
tis

t C
hu

rc
h,

 
Te

xa
rk

an
a,

 A
rk

an
sa

s

ce
nt

ra
lte

xa
rk

an
a.

or
g

mailto:info@centraltexarkana.org



